
Midwest Coursing Club was founded in 1963.
The business of the club was stated to engage in as an all sighthound club organized to provide show, race, and obedience activities for all sighthounds. At the time of incorporation, sighthounds included: Whippet, Greyhound, Afghan, Saluki, Borzoi, Wolfhound, and Ibizan Hound.
MWCC originally started doing straight track racing, the first set of racing rules were written and adopted in 1964. At that time, events were held at Eyleland Kennels in Antioch, IL. A narrow straight portion of the grounds running East and West owned by Ralph Eyles was used. Eventually, the open field became the location for ASFA events and a straight portion running North and South was used for the straight track racing. MWCC abandoned sponsoring NPR and other straight track events in the 1990's when the starting boxes built in 1963 became unusable and there was no agreement on replacing them because Whippet owners wanted to provide boxes built for Whippets and the remainder of the club wanted boxes to fit Irish Wolfhounds.
ASFA was founded in 1972 to provide an organize sponsorship of events intended to simulate the hunting experience.
MWCC was formally organized and incorporated as a non stock not for profit organization on April 17, 1973 in the State of Wisconsin. Under the articles of incorporation:
1. The name of the corporation is Midwest Coursing Club
2. The period of existence shall be perpetual
3. The purpose shall be: Encourage and promote show, obedience training, coursing, and racing dogs.
4. Location of the principle office is Madison, Wisconsin (since changed to the residence of principle officer residing in Wisconsin.)
5. Name of initial registered agent: Harlan L. Klintworth (Current Agent: Gregory Breitbach)
6. The zip coed of initial registered agent: 53714 (Current zip code: 53205)
7. Number of directors may be defined by law but shall be not less than three: Currently there are six
8. The number of directors constituting the initial shall be six.
9. Names of the original directors: Harland L. Klintworth, Selwyn R. Blackstone, Ralph Eyles, Ernie Karge, Arthur Crawford, H. R. Rymer.
On 10 February, 1974, the first set of officers were elected and included: Selwyn Blackstone - President, Ralph Eyles - Vice President (where he remained until 1999), Pat Myrant - Secretary, Gary Morgan - Treasurer. Additional directors were: Art Crawford, Gregg Gammie (currently with the Chicago Whippet association and currently hold straight track practices at the former Eyleland Kennels), Ernie Karge, and Harry Rymer.
In 1970, the MWCC board of directors adopted a maximum height of 24" for Whippets to compete. Racing rules were amended in 1975 as the official racing rules for straight track.
At one time, there were 69 members of the Midwest Coursing Club. Currently we have 24 active members.
Past MWCC Presidents included:
Selwyn Blackstone - 1973 to 1977
Gerri Arf - 1978 to 1985
Gregory Breitbach - 1986 to 1989 and 1992 to 1994
Rose Bednarski - 1990 and 1991
Karla Schreiber - 1995
Chris Krowzack - 1996 to 1998
Kevin Carlson - 1999 to 2003
Michelle Roberts - 2004 to present
Current officers and directors include:
Michelle Roberts - President, Frank Humpal - Vice-President, Heidi Schultz - Secretary, 
Gregory Breitbach - Treasurer, 
Chris Krowzack, Daniel Mochalski, Maria Lubera, Ann Montez, Clayton Montez - Board
The original drag line was pulled by a hand crank assembly with two pie plates welded together. The mechanism was mounted in a tree stand where it stood until 1999. The club still has the mechanism used to pull the lure. At that time, the string was flung into the air and where it landed was not a major concern as long as it was behind the lure operator. The original pulleys were made of wash rope pulleys mounted on flat bases. 
After the addition of ASFA and changing to the North/South track, a drag line pulled by a motor assembly was used. At this time equipment improvements were made and drag lines were used to bring the dogs through the fields in ASFA trials. After each course, the line had to be restrung around each pulley. After time, instead of walking the lure after each course, a bicycle was used to restring, and then eventually a moped or mini-bike was used. It was not unusual to have a 30 dog entry start at 8:00 a.m. and not finish until dusk. This is where the phrase "burning daylight" became popular among participants.
Additional equipment improvements were made which included the continuous loop wheel around 1985/1986. This allowed for a continuous loop of string throughout the course so that it would not require stringing after each course. This eventually allowed for crossovers and more realistic course plans.
In 1993 the club hosted the ASFA Region 6 Invitational for the first time. It coincided with the club's 30th anniversary and held at the Milwaukee County Grounds. The field was next to the interstate and people stopped at the side of the road to watch the dogs run. We again hosted the Regional in 2002 at the Racine Kennel Club.

In celebration of our 45th anniversary, we will again host the Region 6 invitational in 2008 at Racine Kennel Club.
